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As delivered in the Houſe of Commons or ' Tueſday evening the 20th 
of June, 1780, in Favour of the ſeveral Petitions for the Repeal of 


of the Act of the 18th of his preſent Majefly in Favour of 
the Roman Catholics. 


Riſe, Sir, to declare my moſt hearty concurrence with the petitioms from the 

diiferent rated ant Aficiations. And, Sir, I am happy in having a ſanction for 

this opinion from that corporation, of which I have the honour to be a Member, 
and in which there are a large number of my conſtituents. It gives me plcaſure 
to ſee at len sth a /t of oppoſitign to that encouragement which Pypery has been 
long rec: 1ving from the ſervants of the Crown. The eſtabliſhment of that ſan*utuary 
and inidilerant fy ſtem of ſuperſtition in the province of Qurter, N to have ſpread 
a general alarm throughout the nation. The defien was too evident to be miſtaken. 

The late toleration of Popery within the realm, is, I firmly belicye, a part of 
a dcep laid p plan, a plan, which has for its objects, the de?ructizn of the 
liberties of the p, and the formation of an arb:trary dt polic Government. Popery 
is mot favourable tn this deſign, as paſſive obcdience in the people, whenever the 
Prieſt chuſes to enjoin it, ig, upon pain of eternal Damnation, one of its diſtinguith- 
ing peculiarities. 

I would not be underſtood to be an advocate for perſecution, I abler the idea; 
it is not on account of any of. the religions tenets of the Papiſts, that I object 
to their toleration, it is, becauſe they cannot give any ſecurity for their civil cbe- 
dience under any Proteſtant Government whatever. To a Proteſtant they are devoted 
| foes; they are bound by every obligation, from their earlieſt infancy, to oppoſe 
what they call Hereſy, and to deſtory thoſe whom they call Hereti Is; that i is, to 4% 
thoſe who differ in opinion from them; and, is this Religion; No, Sir, it is Prigt- 
craft and Staterraft ; and oppoſition to a ſet of men holding ſuch horrid opinions, 
is not perſecution, much leſs religious perſecution ; it is common prudence, it is 
benevolence to ourſelves and to our connections; it is ſelf-defence, and ought to be 
ſupported by every one who is a friend to the rights of mankind. 

What, Sir, was the conduct of our Biſhops and the Clergy in the memorable vear 
1745 They were then indefatigable in warning the people ro beware of Poperv, a religi- 
on faſly ſo called, which had often deluged Europe in Head, and had at that time for its 
object, the baniſhment Of our good % Ring, and his family, and the ruin of our free 
conſtitution. What alteration has Popery undergone tince ? The Pepe remains ſtill 
[upreme® the Prieſthood is the ſame, and the people are as fait held in deluſion and eb dence 
as ever; yet, becauſe the Court and its dependents have thought proper to patroniſe 
Popery, the Biſhops and the Clergy are ſilent; and that religion, which not forty years ago 
excited every harror in the people, without the leaſt alteration in any of its tenets, we are now 
perſuaded to believe is pertectly barmletz, and deſerving our countenance and tupport; : 
impoſition this, which may produce the moſt melancholy con ſequences. We 3 
hear of Popiſh ſchools being opened to teach the children of the poor gratis, and of Prieſts 
and Jeſuits pablicly prol- -lyting the people to that ſyſtem which lupplants moral honeſty 
in the World, and which de nds to ſubvert the peace and order of fociety; and what may 
not be the unhappy. Lune? I fear, Sir, it will terminate in the d ινν of the Prince, and 
the la uery of the pꝛople. Thote numerous Proteſtants who are now applying to this H "Maſe 
entertain the ſame apprehenſions, and they are diſcharging their duty to themſelves and 
their poſterity in beſeeching us to take a ſerious review of the late Act in ſavour of the 
Papids; and to relieve the minds of thoſe particularly who are under ſcruples refpecting 
the oath of ſapremacy. Alchoug't, Sir, through the banetul ih ,’ of the Crown, the 
tormer petitions have been ſpurned at and trampled upon, I yet hops the Houte will comply 
with the prayer of cee petitions without delay, not only leſt the Lud lately at your 
doors, bu: he peo; dle at large, ſhould aspect, that under rhe {peciuus ni K of moderation 
and teaderasſs for the Papiitz, we have a deſigu to ſicriſce the valuable iaheritance pur- 
chaſed wit 1 5274 Of oar ance o: s, aad the ſecarity of the Proteſtaut lichten to the ſhrine 
of Popery 

Tes, 3e, are my ſentiments, which are founded upon the molt une uvocal of 
all arz un us, tho of obſervation and experience. 
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